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The Book Thief: Through the Eyes of Death
Abstract
In lieu of an abstract, below is the essay's first paragraph.
"Introduction
In Brian Percival’s film, The Book Thief, an ominous narrator pops in and out throughout the movie narrating
the protagonist, Liesel's, tragic life story. It is not until the dreary end of the film that we find out the narrator's
true identity, Death. It is only appropriate the film and novel would have such a narrator, as Liesel's life has
been rattled by death on many circumstances. Many film reviews and essays do not believe Death to be an
appropriate narrator. These reviewers feel that Death as a narrator almost pokes fun at the very serious time
period the movie focuses on. I, however, do feel that Death is an appropriate narrator."
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Conclusion  
  It is fair to say that some people may see Death as an insensitive, tasteless narrator for a 
film based on such horrid events. Though there is an irony in the fact that Death is the narrator 
in a film about the Holocaust, it also provides a different perspective on death. Death, in The 
Book Thief, shows us how dying doesn’t always have to be the scary, dark thing, we as humans 
are always dreading. Though death is the inevitable part of life that no one can escape, 
ultimately, we get to live. “I wanted to tell the book thief that she was one of the few souls that 
made me wonder what it was to live...in the end there were no words, only peace.” According 
to Death himself, having lived a life is what we should be focusing on. Not the fact that we will 
die. 
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